HAEMATOPOIETIC organs of rats were examined for the presence of platelet-activating factor (PAF) and acetylhydrolase before and after treatment with 5-fluoro-uracil (5-FU) (200 mg/kg) a chemotherapeutic compound with apoptotic effects. PAF was reported in thymus, spleen and femoral bone marrow of rats with or without 5-FU.
Introduction
Platelet-activating factor (PAF, 1-O-alkyl-2-acetyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine) is a phospholipid mediator of inflammation which is produced from and activates a wide variety of inflammatory ceils such as polymorphonuclear neutrophils and monocytes. Regulating PAF levels is of importance since elevated levels of PAF could result in pathological effects. Removal of the acetyl moiety of PAF abolishes its biological activity. 2 A specific acetylhydrolase, naturally present in blood and tissues, regulates PAF concentrations. 3 
